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WELCOME BACK

Welcome to the syllabus for AFYM 2022. Since we all last met together for AFYM
2020 we have all been through dramatic, turbulent, and often painful times.

ABERTAWE FESTIVAL for YOUNG MUSICIANS
Charity Registration No 1042635

SYLLABUS 2022
LIVE FESTIVAL
Saturday 12 February and Sunday 13 February 2022
Lord Mayor’s Reception Room
Swansea Guildhall
ONLINE FESTIVAL
Friday 25 March to Sunday 24 April 2022
KEY DATES
Registrations open Wednesday 1 December 2021
Registrations close Wednesday 12 January 2022
Submissions open
Saturday 1 January 2022
Submissions close
Saturday 12 February 2022
No late entries can be accepted
Online registration for all classes—no paperwork
www.afym.org.uk

At AFYM we have had to face great challenges. Not only was the 2021 Festival
cancelled but during the pandemic we have lost many of our committee members.
Very sadly Lilian Morgan, who had served as Festival Secretary for more than 20
years died in August 2021, she is missed by us all. In addition, Colin Fielder and Phyl
Barclay have had to resign on health grounds and Diane Workman, David Workman,
Carl Johnson have all resigned for a variety of reasons. Rhian Workman has handed
over the running of the website. We thank them all for their hard work on behalf of
AFYM. We are delighted to welcome Helen Turbervill, Mike Turbervill and Dave Xerri
to the committee and Mike Johnson as Website Manager and Janet Clarke who will
look after the Instrument Bank.
In planning for AFYM 2022 the Committee was mindful of the fact that the Festival
takes place in winter, together with all the uncertainty this brings. It is for this reason
that we have decided that in 2022 a large part of the Festival will take place online,
together with a smaller Live Festival at the Guildhall. We think that this presents
exciting opportunities and offers the chance for family and friends to take part as
‘audience’ even if they are resident far from Swansea. Do look out for the Own
Composition Class and the classes with Pam Wedgwood. The Festival will be
completely non competitive this year, but competitive classes will return once we
are able to offer a completely live festival.

ADJUDICATORS
We are delighted to let you know that the 2022 Festival will be adjudicated by wellknown favourites Gerard McChrystal (wind) and Gary Branch (piano) and we
welcome for the first time Robin Ashwell (strings) from the Sacconi Quartet. You
can reference their full details and biographies on the AFYM website.
We hope you will enjoy AFYM 2022 and look forward to seeing you all on video or in
person.

Penny Davies, October 2021
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RULES
ACCEPTANCE OF ALL THE RULES IS A CONDITION OF ENTRY
1. ENTRIES: Those making an entry, and all performers, must agree to abide by the rules.
Abertawe Festival for Young Musicians (AFYM) reserves the right to refuse entries from
anyone who breaks the rules. Entries are made via the AFYM website www.afym.org.uk
2. NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED: All entries must be registered by 23.30 on
Wednesday 12 January 2022, and video entries must be received by 23.30 on Saturday
12 February 2022. No entries will be possible after this time.
3. ENTRY FEES: Entry fees are payable during online registration and are non-refundable.
4. ELIGIBILITY: AFYM is open to performers who are resident or receiving tuition in South
Wales. The Festival Committee shall resolve any dispute regarding eligibility.
5. AMATEUR STATUS: AFYM is open to amateurs only. An amateur for these purposes is
defined as a person who does not receive the chief part of his/her income from the
teaching or practice of the subject in which he/she is competing. The Festival
Committee shall resolve any dispute regarding eligibility.

12. ADJUDICATOR’S COPIES: At the Live Festival the performer must provide a copy of
each own-choice selection for the adjudicator. This should be clearly marked with the
competitor’s name, class and ballot number. Photocopies will NOT be accepted except
in the following circumstance: when an own choice work is selected from a publication
containing several different works and which is not available separately, one copy may
be made for the use of the adjudicator provided that the competitor has already
purchased his/her own copy. The photocopy will be destroyed by the Festival
immediately after the event. For the Online Festival a copy of the original music must
be submitted as a PDF file together with the video.
13. ACCOMPANISTS: Performers must provide their own accompanist where appropriate
and all pieces incorporating keyboard accompaniment should include that
accompaniment in performance. No accompaniment tapes/recordings may be used
at the Live Festival. Pre-recorded accompaniment tracks are permitted for Online
Festival submissions.
14. PERFORMERS may perform more than once in any class provided that a different
instrument is played each time. In the Online Festival performers are restricted to a
maximum of three solos per instrument plus duets/ensembles. In the Live Festival
performers are restricted to three performances in total. See also Rule 19

6. AGE LIMITS: The age limit for each class is 18 years unless otherwise stated. The age of
the performer on the first day of the Live Festival 12 February 2022 will be deemed to be
his or her age for the purpose of entry.

15. DEPORTMENT: Performers are expected to produce a “professional” performance,
well prepared and presented.

7. NON-COMPETITIVE CLASSES: The reduced 2022 AFYM Festival is all non-competitive.

16. ADJUDICATOR’S DECISIONS in all matters relating to musical results, are final. No
teacher, performer or parent may approach the adjudicator’s table unless invited.

8. PERFORMER SUBSTITUTION: Performers named in registered entries must perform
and no substitution is allowed. If there is uncertainty about performer availability,
you are advised to give your duet/group a general name, e.g. The Smith Duo.
9. OWN CHOICE REQUIREMENTS: Performers do not need to state own choice pieces at
the time of entry. However TIME LIMITS, WHERE STATED, MUST BE STRICTLY
OBSERVED. A performance which over-runs the time limit may be eliminated.
For the Online Festival the title and composer of the piece must be announced at the
start of the video and a PDF copy of the music submitted together with the video.
For the Live Festival performers must complete a Musical Administration Document
(MAD slip) giving titles and composers of their piece/s and attach it to the adjudicator’s
copy of their music that they bring to the AFYM on the day of performance. The MAD
slip can be downloaded from the AFYM website.

10. GRADE CLASSES: Please ensure that selected pieces are of the correct standard. Anyone
playing a much more difficult piece than the grade stipulated risks being penalised and/
or disqualified.
11. COPYRIGHT: It is not allowed for a performer to play from a photocopy at the AFYM.
Photocopying of music is illegal except when the copy is for the adjudicator. It is
permitted for a performer to play from a legal download from the internet. The
performer should mark on the copy given to the adjudicator that the copy used by the
performer is a legal download. The Festival reserves the right to ask to see a performer’s
music to check that a legal download is being used, not an illegal photocopy.
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17. NO VIDEO/PHOTOGRAPH/RECORDING taken at a live AFYM event is to be uploaded
on to any form of social media, e.g. Facebook. Those responsible for entering
performers must agree to abide by all the rules including this one. AFYM reserves
the right to refuse entries from any performer who breaks the rules.
18. ONLINE FESTIVAL PERFORMANCES: Videos submitted to AFYM for the Online
Festival will be included in the Festival. Performances are adjudicated and then
published online under a passcode for viewing during the Online Festival period.
Such videos will be viewed by members of the public. Anyone with reservations
about their performance being seen publicly should think carefully about entering
the Online Festival. By submitting a video, all performers, parents, guardians and
responsible adults are agreeing to the viewing of the video as stated.

19. The Festival Committee reserves the right:
(a) to limit, combine, cancel or sub-divide any class;
(b) to refuse any entry without assigning a reason;
(c) to close classes before the closing date if sufficient entries have been received;
(d) to offer additional online classes if the Live Festival is over-subscribed.
20. The Festival Committee is not responsible for any injuries sustained by any competitor
or member of the public whilst on Festival premises. The Festival Committee is not
responsible for any loss or damage to instruments, music, mark sheets or any other
property at the Festival.
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AFYM - CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

CREATING SAFER FESTIVALS FOR EVERYONE

The British and International Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech (BIFF) works
for amateur festivals everywhere to help create thousands of educational performance
opportunities for children and young people each year.

The British and International Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech (BIFF)
and its member Festivals use the following policies and procedures to provide safer
festivals for everyone:

The Federation and our member Festivals are committed to ensuring safe environments for
children and young people and believe that it is always unacceptable for a child or young
person to experience abuse of any kind. We recognise our responsibility to safeguard the
welfare of all children and young people, by a commitment to recommend best practice which
protects them. This policy applies to our Board of Trustees, paid staff, Adjudicator members,
volunteers, students or anyone working on behalf of the Federation and our member
Festivals. It has been drawn up on the basis of relevant law and guidance that seeks to protect
children and young people, and its purpose is to set out the overarching principles that guide
our approach.
We recognize that:
•the welfare of the child/young person is paramount
• all children, regardless of age, disability, gender, racial heritage, religious belief, sexual
orientation or identity, have the right to equal protection from all types of harm or abuse
• working in partnership with children, young people, their parents, carers and other agencies
is essential in promoting young people’s welfare.
The purpose of the policy:
• to provide protection for the children and young people who participate in our festivals,
including the children of festival members
• to provide staff and volunteers with guidance on procedures they should adopt in the event
that they suspect a child or young person may be experiencing, or be at risk of, harm.
We will seek to safeguard children and young people by:
• valuing them, listening to and respecting them
• appointing a Federation Head of Safeguarding and, for each festival, at least one Festival
Safeguarding Officer
• adopting child protection guidelines through procedures and safe working practice for staff
and volunteers
• working within the legislation and guidance that specifically addresses the needs of young
performers (specifically, the Children and Young People Acts 1933 and 1963, and the Children
(Performance and Activities) (England) Regulations 2014
• adopting a safe and balanced approach to the issue of creating and using photography and
images of children and young people at our festivals and in our communications
• recruiting staff and volunteers safely, ensuring all necessary checks are made
• sharing information about child protection and safe working practice with children, parents,
staff and volunteers
• sharing information about concerns with agencies who need to know, and involving parents
and children appropriately
• providing effective management for staff and volunteers through supervision, support and
training.
The Federation will review this policy each year in line with NSPCC guidance or sooner in light
of any changes in legislation or guidance.
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A single, definitive Child Protection Policy adopted by all Federation Festivals.
One or more designated Festival Safeguarding Officers (FSO) appointed for each
Federation Festival.
Best practice advice in the form of Safe Working Practice leaflet, Festival Child
Protection leaflet, and any other guidance produced by the Federation. This advice is
supported by support and training for all Festival staff and volunteers. Guidance
includes clear reporting procedures for anyone with concern about a child.
Appropriate recruitment and induction procedures for all new staff and volunteers
responsible for providing safe environments for everyone attending/performing at a
Federation Festival.
All Festival personnel wear a badge to identify their roles and AFYM committee
members where a YELLOW lanyard. .All teachers/parents/guardians/carers are asked
to report all incidents of any nature to anyone wearing a YELLOW lanyard. All reported
incidents will be handled in accordance with the Safe Working Practice and Festival
Child Protection best practice advice. In addition, we will ensure the availability of a
quiet area / room where concerns can be expressed in private.
For the duration of a Festival all teachers/parents/guardians/carers are responsible for
the continuous care and supervision of their own children/pupils. If they are unable to
attend personally, they must delegate their responsibilities to an identified adult and
ensure that their children/pupils are aware of the identity and name of the person
responsible for their care. This includes supervision throughout all Festival venues,
practice and changing areas that may be provided. The Festival cannot take any
responsibility for property left unattended.
We do not permit any unauthorised photography at our Federation Festivals. For
further information on what is and is not authorised, please contact the Festival
Safeguarding Officer or anyone wearing a YELLOW lanyard. If any child, young person
or parent/carer is concerned about any photography or recording taking place at an
event, please contact the Festival Safeguarding Officer, who will be pleased to discuss
this matter with you.
Some children and adults with support needs may need help in order to take part. If
this is the case, we ask the responsible teachers/parents/guardians/carers to contact
the Festival Organisers prior to arrival. The Festival aims to meet these needs
wherever possible but must know beforehand in order to prepare support – or to
advise that help cannot be provided on this occasion.
The Festival’s Child Protection Policy and its approach to Creating Safer Festivals for
Everyone are published explicitly in our Syllabus, Programme and Website. By
completing and signing the entry form all parents / guardians / carers and teachers of
entrants under 18 (or any adults who may require additional support) confirm that
they give (or have obtained) the necessary consents for the entrants to take part in
the Festival. Without consent the entry to the Festival cannot be accepted.
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